Selective annotated reading list: The Use of Primary Sources in Undergraduate Teaching.
Introduction
The aim of this reading list is to provide current sources regarding the use of primary sources in undergraduate teaching. The use of primary sources in teaching as a topic is fairly ‘new in the world of rare books, special collections and archives. Much of the published literature traditionally focused on collection development and management and much less on outreach or promotion of special collections. Research of user needs and behaviors has developed particularly in the areas digitization of special materials. Within the discipline of education, especially history and English teachers are interested in the pedagogical aspects of use of primary materials in teaching and learning. 
This reading list is intended to be helpful for librarians seeking to enhance outreach programs, as well as for experienced educators interested in what is being done elsewhere. For this reason, the scope of this list is broad. Included are examples of outreach programs from museums and archives, local history projects, examples of special librarian – faculty cooperation in related areas, and studies on user needs and behavior. The references may refer to original materials or to digital representations.

The alphabetically listed references include monographs, journals, articles and websites. All listed websites were visited in August 2006.
The Reading List
ACRL Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS)

Website: http://www.rbms.nd.edu/  for conferences.
Allen, Susan M. “Rare Books and the College Library: Current Practices in Marrying Undergraduates to Special Collections”. In: RMB  Vol. 13 No. 2 (Spring 1999).

This article is a ‘must read’, especially for the many concrete examples of programs at different schools. In addition, the author tries to capture something of the learning results and presents results from a survey she carried out investigating the current state of special collections in liberal arts college libraries. 

Carol Toner, “Teaching Students to Be Historians: Suggestions for an Undergraduate Research Seminar”. In: The History Teacher, Vol. 27 No. 1 (Nov. 1993), p. 37-51.

This article features an undergraduate seminar in which students “do history” in order to understand historical research, using diaries. Secondary sources provide the necessary context. The results include enthusiastic and excited students. Includes examples of the exercises.

ARL Special Collections Task Force 2001 – …
The ARL Task Force on Special Collections was formed to advance an agenda on special collections that was discussed at the Special Collections Symposium held at Brown University in June 2001, and later refined and endorsed by the ARL Research Collections Committee. The Task Force has been charged with developing an action plan. The future of the Task Force is currently being discussed in the context of the new ARL strategic goals. See http://www.arl.org/collect/spcoll/  for white papers, conference proceedings, meeting minutes and more. The Task Force mainly focused on access to special collections and educational issues, not yet(?) on the use of special collections in teaching.

Auchstetter, M. “The role of the rare book library in higher education: an outsider surveys the issue”. In: C&RL 51 No. 1 (1990), p. 221-230.

The author notes that little has been written about the role of special collections, while it is very necessary to defend their existence. She gives examples of advocacy “on the practical and idealist level” and states that collections need to support local educational interests and goals. 

Burns, Maureen. "Learning from LUCI: Faculty Perceptions of Digital Image Services" 2004. The PowerPoint slides on the website give an impression of the results of the user survey that was held on the use of images in teaching at the University of California, Irvine: Visual Resources Association 24th Annual Conference ‘Image is Everything’,
Baltimore, Maryland, March 6-11, 2006 (and earlier conferences).

Some of the research presentations are accessible at:  http://www.arts.uci.edu/vrc/page14a.htm 
Burns, Maureen. ”Navigating the Troubled Waters of Discontent with Digital Imaging Technology: A Voyage of Discovery”. In: Visual Resources Association Bulletin Vol. 32 No. 2 (Fall 2005) p. 64-70. 
Why were the art history faculty not on the first ship out of port to discover the potential of using digital images for research and instruction? Why do intensive image users persist in remaining on the analog terra firma, reluctant to navigate digital waters with licensed databases and image services? Is the journey too long, the support inadequate, the search too challenging, or the reward insufficient? The goal of this session is to delve deeply into these practical, theoretical, methodological, and metaphysical matters to better understand this curious phenomenon. 
Byrd, Robert L. “One day it will be otherwise: changing the reputation and reality of special collections”. In: RBM  Vol. 2 No. 2 (Fall 2001). 
Article on promotion of special collections within the institution. Important elements include: outreach to students, faculty, and classes; collecting that is tied to institutional 
priorities and academic programs; distinctiveness in collections; public programs that contribute to making the library a center of intellectual activity on campus; goals that support the library’s strategic plan.

Carlson, Scott.“Special effects”. In: Chronicle of Higher Education 51 No. 41 (2005) A23-25.

This article features libraries that “turn their rare holdings into promotional and marketing tools for their institutions”: especially the University of Colorado at Boulder and the University of Oregon. The discussion is about opening special collections for undergraduate research, schoolteachers and the community at large, but also on strategic location of special collections. 
Cave, Roderick. Rare Book Librarianship. 2nd ed. 1982.
Standard work addressing all aspects of rare book librarianship, although the use of the materials does not get much more attention than (quote): “Special collections need to be relevant to society (not just scholars), or they will lose their support”.
Center for Studies in Higher Education, University of California, Berkeley. Report on Use and Users of Digital Resources: A Focus on Undergraduate Education in the Humanities and Social Sciences., April 2005.

Retrieved from: http://cshe.berkeley.edu/research/digitalresourcestudy/report/
The purpose of this research is to map the universe of digital resources available to

undergraduate educators in a subset of users in the humanities and social sciences (H/SS), and to examine how understanding use and users can benefit the integration of these resources into undergraduate teaching. Useful bibliography.

Darnton, Robert (with an after word by Stephen Ferguson). “Collecting and Researching in the History of Books”. In: Princeton University Library Chronicle, Fall 2005. Retrieved from http://www.princeton.edu/~ferguson/2005_PULC-Fall05-49-59-2.pdf 

This description of how research influenced collection development provides an in depth look into librarian-faculty collaboration. “To state the principle another way, the collecting was driven by the research, not by the taste of a collector.”

Drake, Frederick D. and Drake Brown, Sarah. “A Systematic Approach to Improve Students' Historical Thinking”. In: The History Teacher Vol. 36 No. 4 (August 2003).
Retrieved from: http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/ht/36.4/drake.html .

This essay aims to provide beginning and experienced history teachers as well as history teaching methods professors with a helpful strategy designed to improve students' knowledge of historical content and competence in historical thinking. It introduces a systematic approach to the use of primary sources which emphasizes the "doing of teaching history." 
The practicum syllabus is available on:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/fddrake/documents/word/H405%20F2002%20Practicum%20in%20History%20Teaching.doc
ELI: Electronic Library Initiatives. 

Website:  http://www.library.yale.edu/eli/ 
Project, carried out 2003-2005 on incorporating digital images in teaching. 

Ferguson, Stephen. “History of the Book: Field Notes of a Curator”. In: RBM  Vol. 14 No. 1 (Fall 1999). Article on the impact of courses on the history of the book research & teaching and curriculum needs. “Longrange, however, I am confident that a small number of those who take such classes will ultimately prove to be donors: these are invariably NOT courses that are required, so the self-selection process among students is likely to favor those with a predilection towards collecting books.”
Hawkins, Ann, R. ed. Teaching Bibliography, Textual Criticism, And Book History, ISBN 1851968342. 

This publication offers contributions which showcase a variety of approaches to incorporating discussions of book history or print culture into graduate and undergraduate classrooms. Make sure you check out the publisher’s website http://www.pickeringchatto.com/bookhistory.htm where you will find additional resources on pedagogy.

Hirtle, Peter B. “The impact of digitization on special collections in libraries”. In: Libraries & Culture Vol. 37 No. 1 (Winter 2002). 

Addresses the impact of digitization on usage of primary sources: new audiences, new research, and electronic representations replace usage of originals. 

In the same issue of Libraries & Culture, Ronald Schuchard discusses the same issue but has a different vision. In “Excavating the imagination: archival research and the digital revolution”, he argues that the pendulum is already shifting back towards examining original source materials. Still, more promotion is needed because special collections have a “vital teaching mission in the university!”. Includes ideas on how librarians could lure undergraduates into the library. 

Huston, James A. “Classifying ‘Sources’ for Clarity in Teaching”. In: The History Teacher 22 No. 2 (Feb. 1989), p.139-144. Hudson distinguishes several types of primary sources, secondary and tertiary sources and discusses their relevance for historical research. Useful manual for selecting materials for classes.
Katz, Stanley. “Scholars and teachers: hidden partners for hidden collections”. 

In: RBM Vol. 5 No. 2 (Fall 2004). 
The author discusses several aspects of librarian – scholars collaboration, which in the author’s view is essential for library services to be effective. 

Laubenbacher, Reinhard (Virginia Polytechnic and State University) and Pengelley, David (New Mexico State University). Teaching with original historical sources in mathematics
Website: http://www.math.nmsu.edu/~history/ 
Contains some courses specifically for undergraduate students.

Local history studies

· Local studies librarianship, a world bibliography. Compiled by Diana Dixon. 2001. ISBN 1-85604-307-X. Useful chapter is ‘educational services’. 

· Local studies collection management. Edited by Michael Dewe, 2002. ISBN 0566083655

· Local studies collections: A Manual Vol. 2. Edited by Michael Dewe, 1991 ISBN 0566036312
All publications discuss the role of public libraries in local history studies. They describe the situation of public libraries in the UK, but many aspects are universal and also relate to activities of academic libraries and institutions (e.g. marketing your collection). This is certainly true where different types of organizations collaborate in local history projects.

Mazak, Jeanine and Manista, Frank. “Collaborative Learning: University Archives and Freshman Composition”. In: The Reference Librarian Vol. 32 Issue 67-68 (1999). Description of the process and results of a collaborative project in which students were required to use primary source materials held at the Michigan State University Archives and Historical Collections. 

Mercier, Laurie and Wykoff, Leslie.“Engaging the public with digital primary sources: A tri–state online history database and learning center”. In: First Monday Vol. 10 No. 6 (June 2005). Retrieved from: http://www.firstmonday.org/issues/issue10_6/mercier/index.html 

Article on the Columbia River Basin Ethnic History Project   

( http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/crbeha/projteam/ ). This collaborative database project, involving five universities and historical societies in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho, has sought to encourage online researchers to think more deeply about the digitized primary sources featured. The project intended to serve as a model for other institutions that wanted to share collections and stimulate public interest in and use of those collections. This essay focuses on how pedagogical elements were incorporated into the design of the database, and how K–12 teachers and college students were encouraged to use it.
Miller, Stephen Max and Markoff Warmkessel, Marjorie. “Bibliographic Instruction, History of the Book, and Post-Structuralism: An Unlikely Combination Helps to Expand the Critiacal Thinking Skills of Undergraduates.” In: Research Strategies 8.2 

(Spring 1990), p. 59-65.

Example of integration of bibliographic instruction into the syllabus of ‘Introduction to techniques of literary research and analysis’. Described in great detail.

Mortimer, Ruth. “Manuscripts and Rare Books in an Undergraduate Library”. In: The Wilson Library Bullein Volume 58 (Oct 1983).

Mortimer dedicates most of her contribution to how the special collection at Smith College is used. She provides detailed descriptions of classes held in the rare book room, lists successful topics (e.g. botany and astronomy) and various projects in which students participate (e.g. exhibitions and library publications). Student workers at the department always receive assignments connected to their studies. 

Volume 58 (Oct 1983) of the Wilson Library Bulletin is dedicated to rare book librarianship. This is one of the two contributions that discuss the use of special collections (for the other, see under Daniel Traister).

The National Archives.
Website: http://www.archives.gov/education/ 
Teaching With Documents: Lesson Plans. This section contains reproducible copies of primary documents from the holdings of the National Archives of the United States, teaching activities correlated to the National History Standards and National Standards for Civics and Government, and cross-curricular connections. Also includes ‘analysis worksheets’ that help students read special collections objects.
Nitecki, Danuta A. and Rando, William. A. “Library and a Teaching Center Collaboration to Assess the Impact of Using Digital Images on Teaching, Learning, and Library Support”.  In: Proceedings of  the 5th  Northumbria International Conference on Performance Measurement in Libraries and Information Services,  July 28-31, 2003, Collingwood College, Durham, England, Emerald Group Publishing,  United Kingdom, pp. 234-240.  Also published in VINE: The Journal of Information and Knowledge Management Systems 34 No. 3 (2004), p.119-25. 

The authors present a method to assess the use of digital images in teaching and learning and what this requires of library services. A must read! 
Oral History Association (OHA). Many archivists and special collections staff have the responsibility of creating and preserving oral histories. While including regular organizational information, such as conference materials, membership, electronic list details, and available publications, OHA’s Web site also contains links to other oral history Websites as well as basic guidelines and standards for conducting oral histories. Website: http://omega.dickinson.edu/organizations/oha/.
Pisciotta, Henry. “Understanding the Picture User”. In: Advances in Librarianship 

Vol. 29 (2005). This article is a review of studies of the use of pictorial information in an academic environment. What does the literature tell us? Who uses pictures, how do they find them, do users need help? Very useful overview of the literature in this area.

Sambrook, Katie and Donnelly, Ann. “Promoting special collections and archives”. In:  

Library & Information Update Vol. 5 No. 1/2 (January/February 2006) p. 50-53. Retrieved from: http://www.cilip.org.uk/publications/updatemagazine/archive/archive2006/january 

The authors describe how they promoted their archives and special collections at their institutes: King’s College in London and the London School of Economics.
Schaus, Margaret. “Hands-On History” in C&RL News, 1990. Haverford College offers a Seminar on Historical Evidence to junior history majors. See website: http://www.haverford.edu/hist/resources/manuscript.html 

The article contains a detailed description of the seminar, including tips on how to develop your own course on evidence.

Schmiesing, Ann and Hollis, Deborah R. “The Role of Special Collections Departments in Humanities Undergraduate and Graduate Teaching: A Case Study”. In: Libraries and the Academy Vol. 2 No. 3 (July 2002) p. 465-480. 

This article analyzes the pedagogical rationale and learning outcomes for incorporating a special collections department in teaching humanities undergraduate and graduate courses. This case study highlights an innovative collaboration between a University of Colorado German professor and the special collections librarian and staff. A course on the Enlightenment is described in great detail as an example also of how special collections can maximize student-centered, collective learning. 
Smith, Steven Escar. “From "Treasure Room" to "School Room" in Special Collections and Education”. In: RBM Vol. 7 No. 1 (Spring 2006). 
The author wonders: “What would libraries look like if education were the first thing we funded?” Library schools might offer combined courses with museums (which are good models for special collections libraries), a curator may have subject expertise in a certain discipline and teach, and classrooms would be as common as reading rooms. At Texas A&M, a ‘curator of outreach’ was hired to coordinate public and media relations, instructions, exhibits, etc.

This issue of RBM: is a special issue on the connection between special collections and education. Special collections librarians act increasingly as educators. What skills do they need in order to play that role and how do they acquire them? RBM publishes materials from the 46th annual preconference (June 2005). 
Smith College, The Mortimer Rare Book Room Instruction

Website: http://www.smith.edu/libraries/libs/rarebook/instruction.htm 

Example of a book history course.

Social Education (ISSN 0037-7724). Published by the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS). The journal is almost completely dedicated to examples of using primary sources in education: The journal does not cover higher education; however, interesting examples of projects might be found which could inspire teachers to develop undergraduate seminars. 

Stam, Deirdre C. “Bridge that Gap! Education and Special Collections.”  In: RBM Vol. 7 No. 1 (Spring 2006)
Stam investigates key questions like who are special collections’ users, how do you attract them, and what should they take away from confrontation with primary sources? The article includes a useful review of practices and issues based on literature. Stam passionately makes the case for being inviting and letting students handle materials. She discusses several forms of outreach, including programs for the media, fundraising, lectures, etc. and urges to look for examples in museums and public relations.
Taraba, Suzy. “Now what should we do with them?: Artists’ books in the curriculum”. In: RBM  Vol. 4 No. 2 (Fall 2003). 

The article discusses the unique role artists’ books can play in a special collection’s educational mission. Many examples are given of how these materials fit into the undergraduate curriculum, at Wesleyan and other schools. 

The Teagle Project 2005 – 2006 Teagle Grant for Improving Liberal Arts Education Through Use of Special Collections in the Classroom. The reports on the workshops describe all presentations.  
· Opening conference, 13 June 2005.

Retrieved from: http://www.library.yale.edu/teagle/event.6.13.2005.html 

· Creating and Using Oral History in the Classroom 
Workshop One, 22 October 2005. 
Retrieved from: http://www.library.yale.edu/teagle/OralHistory.html
· Eyes in Connecticut: Developing 21st Century Visual Literacy to Focus on Special Collections 
Workshop, Two, 3 March 2006.

Retrieved from: http://www.library.yale.edu/teagle/Eyes.html
· Partnerships with Connecticut Historical Societies, Museums and Archives. 
Workshop Three, June 16, 2006. 
Retrieved from: http://www.library.yale.edu/teagle/Partnerships.html
Traister, Daniel. “Public Services and Outreach in Rare Book, Manuscript, and Special Collections Libraries”. In: Library Trends Vol. 5 No. 1 (2003).

This essay considers some of the ways in which a new emphasis on ‘promotion’ of special collections has the potential to change for the better the ways such libraries are perceived and used. Discusses the value and downsides of outreach activities such as exhibitions, classroom assignments, visiting lectures, seminars, using the Web, reference, creative writers’ visits and exhibitions, etc. 

Library Trends Vol. 5 No. 1 (2003) is titled: ‘Special Collections in the 21st Century’ 

(edited by Barbara M. Jones). This volume is intended as a follow-up of the 1897 issue ‘Recent Trends in Rare Book Librarianship’.

In her introduction Barbara Jones makes a strong case for the “Teaching Mission of Special Collections Libraries” and states that she “hope[s] that the next issue of Library Trends on special collections will include an article on teaching with primary sources.” 

Traister, Daniel. “Rare Book Collections: the Need for Interpretation”. In: The Wilson Library Bullein Volume 58 (Oct 1983).

Traister strongly makes the case for outreach of rare book librarians to different audiences (as he will continue to do over time). Show and tell is not enough; you have to let users handle the materials (the discovery method). 

University of California Images Project. 
Website:  http://vrc.ucr.edu/luci/index.html 
Website contains two publications which address the use of digital resources.

Visser, Michelle.“Inviting the Rabble: Changing Approaches to Public Service and Access in Special Collections”. In: Public Services Quarterly Vol. 1 Issue 4 (2003). 
This article examines innovative approaches to meeting the changing needs of four constituencies: undergraduates, scholars and researchers, K-12, and the community at large. It describes outreach and educational programs (such as course-related instruction, intra-library collaboration, and community reading groups) that have been successfully implemented at a large state university. 


The Visual Image User Study (VIUS, 2001-2003) assessed needs for digital image delivery at the Pennsylvania State University through a rigorous process of broad-based and interdisciplinary user study, through prototyping services, and assessing those

prototypes. The arsenal of measurements employed provide a rich source of data for

other institutions. The study documents a large, interdisciplinary, and growing market for

the use of pictures – especially in digital form. 
Retrieved from: http://www.libraries.psu.edu/vius/ 

Wellesley College, the Book Arts Program.  
Website: http://www.wellesley.edu/Library/bkarts.html 

All about the Book Arts classes and extracurricular workshops.
Yale University, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library. Overview of the educational programs at: http://www.library.yale.edu/beinecke/brbleduc/brbleduc.html 
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